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Abstract

This research aims to analyze the impact of urban
development processes on the quality of life of local residents in
the Al-Gamaleya district of Cairo, from a socio-anthropological
perspective based on Ulrich Beck’s “Risk Society” theory. The
study adopts the descriptive-analytical method, as it is the most
appropriate for examining complex social and human
phenomena through accurate description and contextual
interpretation within their societal and cultural frameworks.

A qualitative approach was used for data collection, in line
with the socio-anthropological nature of the study. This included
in-depth interviews and direct observation, allowing the
documentation of lived transformations from the residents’
perspectives.

The findings reveal several impacts, including the
fragmentation of social ties, a decline in community belonging,
and the deterioration of certain health and educational services
despite physical urban improvements. Additionally, economic
repercussions were observed, most notably the closure of many
shops and the loss of income sources. The study also highlights
the residents’ divergent attitudes toward the development,
ranging from rejection to acceptance, depending on whether
they benefited from or were harmed by the changes.
Furthermore, the research sheds light on the fragility of social
protection mechanisms in the face of the unanticipated risks
associated with development processes and calls for the
inclusion of local residents in shaping more equitable and
inclusive urban policies.

Keywords: Urban development, quality of life
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